Trump Is Lifting Ban on
Importing Elephant Trophies
from Africa

The Trump administration is reported to be reversing the Obama
administration’s ban on bringing heads of elephants killed in
Zimbabwe and Zambia back to the U.S.

Imports will be allowed for elephants killed between Jan. 21,
2016 and the end of 2018. The decision has been cheered by
many hunting and gun rights organizations. The United States
and international authorities say the African elephant is an
endangered species, and the Obama administration argued that
allowing trophy imports of the elephants would harm the
animals by encouraging the killing and poaching of them.

Even though elephants are listed as endangered under
the Endangered Species Act, a provision in the act allows the
government to give permits to import these trophies if there
1s evidence that the hunting actually benefits conservation
for that species. The official said they have new information
from officials in Zimbabwe and Zambia to support reversing
the ban to allow trophy hunting permits.” — ABC News

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ghrloldTVJc

Legal, well-regulated sport hunting as part of a sound
management program can benefit the conservation of certain
species by providing incentives to local communities to
conserve the species and by putting much-needed revenue back
into conservation.” — FWS spokesman

Eric Trump and Donald Trump Jr., Donald Trump’s sons, are
known to be fans of large game hunting.
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What good reason could Donald Trump have for reversing the
Obama administration ban on import of elephant trophies from
Africa? https://t.co/chjsbeAl]3 pic.twitter.com/puFh3ev6Bc

— Andrew Weinstein (@wWeinsteinlaw) November 16, 2017

Newsweek states that the elephant population has
declined since 2001 in Zimbabwe and in some regions in Zambia.

Hunters often choose the healthiest or strongest members of
animal populations, to have a more impressive trophy, but
this can have negative effects on the species overall.

This 2015 poll showed that 86 percent of Americans are opposed
to big-game hunting, and 60% of respondents said that it
should be illegal.

Update!

Put big game trophy decision on hold until such time as I
review all conservation facts. Under study for years. Will
update soon with Secretary Zinke. Thank you!

— Donald J. Trump (@realDonaldTrump) November 18, 2017

Nice work everyone!
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