
Oregon To Allow Dentists To
Vaccinate Patients
Governor Kate Brown of Oregon signed House Bill 2220 on May 6,
2019, to allow dentists in Oregon to administer vaccinations
including MMR, HPV, and influenza shots to their patients
during dental checkups

Dentists will need to be certified in order to administer the
vaccines. They will need training on vaccination and they will
have  to  comply  with  state  vaccine  storage  and  reporting
regulations.

Dentists in Minnesota and Illinois can administer influenza
vaccines to adults only. Oregon is the first state in the U.S.
to allow dentists to vaccinate patients of any age or to
vaccinate with more than only the flu shot.

Before dentists start vaccinating patients, the Oregon Board
of  Dentistry  needs  to  figure  out  how  to  implement  the
new rules safely. Board director Stephen Prisby says one of
the issues to be addressed is how dentists will know what
vaccines their patients already received.

They won’t have all the vaccine history of a patient. They’ll
have to communicate with the primary health care provider or
have access to those records. So that’s one of those wrinkles
we’ll have to be addressed in rules.
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