
Monsanto  Now  Paying  Farmers
To Use Controversial Chemical
Monsanto Co says it will give cash back to U.S. farmers who
purchase  a  controversial  weed  killer,  XtendiMax  with
VaporGrip, a dicamba-based herbicide. The herbicide has been
linked to widespread crop damage. Monsanto is offering the
cash incentive even as regulators in several U.S. states are
deciding  on  restrictions  for  its  use.  Federal  and  state
regulators are requiring training for farmers and limiting
when and how the product can be used. Some farmers are saying
the restrictions make the chemical too costly and inconvenient
to apply, but Monsanto believes the incentive will help push
past the products many issues and concerns. Monsanto could
refund farmers more than half of the sticker price of the
product.

Of course, Monsanto says XtendiMax is perfectly safe when
applied properly. BASF SE and DowDuPont also sell dicamba-
based herbicides.
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We believe cash-back incentives for using XtendiMax with
VaporGrip  Technology  better  enable  growers  to  use  a
management system that represents the next level of weed
control.” – Ryan Rubischko, Monsanto product manager.

Monsanto is facing increasing government oversight lately:

On Monday, Missouri said it would ban sprayings of XtendiMax
and DowDuPont’s product, called FeXapan, in 10 counties after
June 1, 2018, and statewide after July 15, 2018. Last month,
the state imposed the same restrictions on BASF’s dicamba
herbicide, Engenia. North Dakota said it planned to prohibit
the use of dicamba herbicides after June 30, 2018, and when
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temperatures top 85 degrees Fahrenheit in a bid to prevent
the chemical from drifting away from where it is sprayed.
Arkansas is close to prohibiting dicamba sprayings after
April 15, 2018, the tightest limits yet, while Minnesota is
also considering restrictions. The states are taking action
after  the  U.S.  Environmental  Protection  Agency  mandated
special training for dicamba users for 2018 and required
farmers to keep records proving they were complying with
label instructions.” – Reuters
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