Indoor Gardens and Cats:
Keeping Your Pets Out of Your
Crops

1. Cayenne Pepper — Most cats have an aversion to cayenne
pepper. Sprinkling a small amount around your planter can help
keep the kitties away from the plant itself.

2. Aquarium Gravel — Unlike other surfaces, gravel is much too
grainy for cats to really get comfortable on. It not only
makes an uncomfortable bed, they do not like the feel of the
rocks on the pads of their feet. A thin layer on your top soil
can be enough to keep them out of the planter.

3. Mesh Screening — Window screen is actually cheap if you
purchase it in a roll. By using a few pieces of wood, you can
create a mesh box around your plants. TA mesh box will allow
sunlight and water in, while keeping kitties out.

4. Citrus Peels — Citrus peels are a potent way to keep cats
at bay. Place peels around your planters or gardens to provide
a layer of protection for your plants. Once they dry, these
peels double as compost filling in your garden.

5. Tin Foil — Tin foil is another texture that cats find
unappealing. Some people have had a degree of success
deterring cats by placing sheets of it on or around the area.

6. Coffee Grounds — Kitties don’t like the smell of coffee
grounds. Sprinkle them around your garden and most cats will
move on to another space.

7. Spray Bottle — And then there is always behavior
modification. Arm yourself with a spray bottle and squirt
every cat that comes near your garden. They will soon learn
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that your garden is off limits.

It is in a cat’s nature to use prefer soft soil for a litter
box or a bed. By making the area as uncomfortable or
unappealing as possible, you greatly reduce the chance of your
planters being used as bathrooms or beds. While not all of the
above suggestions will work for every cat, each has been used
with varying degrees of success. If any other methods have
worked for you, please comment, and let us know.



