Dead Sperm Whale Had 64
pounds of Plastic and Other
Trash In Stomach & Intestines

A 33-foot sperm whale carcass surfaced near a lighthouse in
Cabo de Palos on Spain’s southeastern coast in February.
Washington Post reported that a necropsy revealed the whale
had “trash bags, polypropylene sacks, ropes, net segments and
a drum, among other things,” located in the stomach and
intestines.

Local authorities report that the whale animal died due to
peritonitis, inflammation of the abdominal 1lining, due to
blockage from the trash.

The picture, shared by a local environmental group, shows a
severely underweight sperm whale. Reports place the animal’s
weight at 14,300 pounds. Adult sperm whales are supposed to
weight between 77,000 and 130,000 1lbs.

Sperm whales reside in the ocean at around 2,000 feet below
sea level and feed off of large squid, sharks, and fish. This
certainly isn’t the first time. For decades, whales and other
marine life have been washing ashore full of plastic.

The presence of plastic in the ocean and oceans 1is one of the
greatest threats to the conservation of wildlife throughout
the world, as many animals are trapped in the trash or ingest
large quantities of plastics that end up causing their
death.” — Consuelo Rosauro, Murcia’s general director of
environment

The Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences (PNAS)
published a study stating that more than 88 percent of the
Earth’s ocean surface is polluted with plastic debris.


https://organiclifestylemagazine.com/dead-sperm-whale-had-64-pounds-of-plastic-and-other-trash-in-stomach-intestines
https://organiclifestylemagazine.com/dead-sperm-whale-had-64-pounds-of-plastic-and-other-trash-in-stomach-intestines
https://organiclifestylemagazine.com/dead-sperm-whale-had-64-pounds-of-plastic-and-other-trash-in-stomach-intestines
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/speaking-of-science/wp/2018/04/11/a-dead-sperm-whale-was-found-with-64-pounds-of-trash-in-its-digestive-system/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.be8e43957769
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2014/06/25/1314705111.full.pdf+html?sid=379d3657-ed7d-44ad-88ba-97f6af9bb2aa

More than 30 sperm whales were found washed up on the beaches
of the United Kingdom, the Netherlands, France, Denmark and
Germany in 2016 according to National Geographic. Plastic
waste, including fishing nets, pieces of a plastic bucket, and
a plastic car engine cover were among the remains, found
inside the whales’ stomachs.

A 2014 study states that there were 5.25 trillion pieces of
plastic debris in the ocean. A study published last year found
that 83 percent of samples of ocean water from more than a
dozen nations were contaminated with plastic fibers. If that
wasn’t scary enough, the amount of plastic in world’s oceans
is expected to triple within a decade according to a new UK
government report called the “Foresight Future of the Sea.”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kjjleb9XRvM

Sources:

A dead sperm whale was found with 64 pounds of trash in
its digestive system — Washington Post

 Dead whale had 64 pounds of plastic and waste in it — NY
Daily News


https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2016/03/160331-car-parts-plastics-dead-whales-germany-animals/
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0111913
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/sep/06/plastic-fibres-found-tap-water-around-world-study-reveals
https://organiclifestylemagazine.com/ocean-plastic-to-triple-within-a-decade
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/speaking-of-science/wp/2018/04/11/a-dead-sperm-whale-was-found-with-64-pounds-of-trash-in-its-digestive-system
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/speaking-of-science/wp/2018/04/11/a-dead-sperm-whale-was-found-with-64-pounds-of-trash-in-its-digestive-system
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/speaking-of-science/wp/2018/04/11/a-dead-sperm-whale-was-found-with-64-pounds-of-trash-in-its-digestive-system
http://www.nydailynews.com/life-style/dead-whale-64-pounds-plastic-waste-article-1.3928262
http://www.nydailynews.com/life-style/dead-whale-64-pounds-plastic-waste-article-1.3928262
http://www.nydailynews.com/life-style/dead-whale-64-pounds-plastic-waste-article-1.3928262

