Coronavirus Cleaning Leads to
Increased Calls to Poison
Centers

A new study from the Centers for Disease Control reported a
20% increase in the number of calls to Poison Control since
the start of the coronavirus pandemic in January. The National
Poison Data System (NPDS), CDC, and the American Association
of Poison Control Centers looked at data from calls concerning
cleaner and disinfectant exposure for the last three years.
There were 45,550 chemical exposure calls from January to
March, up 20.4% from 2019 and 16.4% from 2018.

Related: ABC Says Homemade Sanitizers Don’t Work For
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Bleaches accounted for the largest increase of calls among
chemical cleaners, while nonalcohol disinfectants and hand
sanitizers were responsible for the largest increase 1n
disinfectant calls. Reasons for the calls included people
improperly mixing bleach with other cleaners and toddlers
swallowing sanitizer. Studies have linked the chemical with an
increased chance of developing respiratory problems, leaving
those who use the bleach more vulnerable to COVID-19.
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