
73%  of  Inmates  at  an  Ohio
Prison  Have  Tested  Positive
for COVID-19
A prison in Ohio is accounting for the majority of coronavirus
cases  in  Marion  County,  which  has  the  leading  number  of
coronavirus cases in Ohio. Officials are attributing the large
number of cases to mass testing. Everyone, both staff and
inmates have been tested for coronavirus. No COVID-19 deaths
have been reported, however, more than 100 staff members and
2,000 inmates have tested positive for the virus.

“Because we are testing everyone — including those who are
not showing symptoms — we are getting positive test results
on individuals who otherwise would have never been tested
because they were asymptomatic.”

Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction

Although  California,  Florida,  Georgia,  and  Texas  all  have
larger prison populations than Ohio, no one has reported case
numbers as large as Marion County. Michigan has also reported
a high number of inmates testing positive for coronavirus with
572  inmates  testing  positive  out  of  889  inmates  tested.
Michigan has some of the highest case numbers in the country.
New York, who also has extremely high case numbers is only
testing inmates who show symptoms and has only reported around
1,000 cases within the prison system.

In the midst of the pandemic, the Ohio governor recommended
300 out of 49,000 inmates be released early. Ohio is not the
only state to release prisoners early, however, the governor
has stated that he is not planning a “Wholesale release” where
every prisoner in certain categories is released.
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